NATIONAL EDUCATION (IRELAND). 



RETURN to au Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 4 May 1 860 -—for, 



COPIES “ of the Correspondence between the Rev. G. IV. Dalton, and the 
Secretaries of the Board of National Education in Ireland, relative to the 
Instruction from the Scriptures of the Children attending the 
National Schools in that Country, during the Hours appointed for 
United Education.” 



Office of National Education,') 
Dublin, 14 May 1800. j 



MAURICE CROSS, to 
JAMES KELLY, / becretan es. 



(298-60.) 

Tlie Rev. Geo. JVm. .Dalton to the Secretaries to the Commissioners of 
National Education in Ireland. 

< n. > 66, Upper Leeson-street, Dublin, 

■p bir ’ T1 11 January 1860. 

Ion seven years I have had the charge of the parish of Kilbryan, diocese of 
udpmn, as vicar. The gross tithe amounted per annum to 14 l. 

Lately the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Ireland were enabled to grant a 
slight augmentation, which raised the annual income of that vicarage to net 
value of 70 1. a year. 

I have maintained a school in that parish. The struggle to pay a teacher 
suppiy requisites, and repair the school-house, with so small an income, and the" 
scant aid which the Diocesan Church Education Society could give may well 
be imagined. 5 3 

. The re-opening of the education question by the “ Daily Express,” and espe- 
cially the statements of the editor in this day’s paper, induce me to apply at 
once to the Commissioners of National Education in Ireland for decisive 
information. 

Will you, then, favour me with a distinct, direct reply to my query on one 
point, on which I really oannot form a clear conclusion from the rules, &c., as 
now propounded in the “ Daily Express.” It is simply this : 

If I place this school in connexion with the Board as a non-vested school 
may I make use of any reference, remark, observation, elucidation, example’ 
enforcement, precept, quotation, rebuke or comment out of the Holy Scripture 
during the existence* of the school, in its integrity, “ in school hours” ? 

In plain terms, may I then, as patron of that school, walk into my school- 
room at any time during school instruction, and, if I deem it needful, use the 
Word of God, the Holy Scripture, in any manner ancillary to the subject lesson 
at the time being taught. 

I earnestly beg a clear, candid reply, whether I may or may not take up one 
of the school Bibles or my pocket Bible, quote from it, and thus refer to it, and 
make use of it, unfettered by conditions, or if not, by what conditions bindin°- 
my free use of it, as a minister of the Gospel — the “ Word of the Lord which 
endureth for ever.” 

Yours, &c. 

(signed) Geo. Wm. Dalton , a. m.. 

The Secretaries, Assistant Minister, Episcopal Chapel 

National Education Office, Dublin. Upper Baggofc-s*reet, Dublin. 
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CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 



(Rules 298-60. B. 0. 27/1/60.) 

The Secretaries to the Commissioners of National Education in Ireland to the 
Rev. Geo. Wm. Dalton. 

Office of National Education, 

Sir, 1 February 1860. 

We have laid before the Commissioners of National Education your letter of 
the 1 1th ultimo, in which you request a distinct and direct answer to your 
query on one point, viz. : i 

“ If I place this school in connexion with the Board as a non- vested school, 
may I make use of any reference, remark, observation, elucidation, example, 
enforcement, precept, quotation, rebuke, or comment, out of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, during the existence of the school, in its integrity, in school hours ? ” 

In reply, we are directed to state, that the Commissioners have found it 
necessary to decline answering questions of a hypothetical nature regarding 
their rules, but that they will always be ready to afford full explanation of the 
principles and rules of the national system, should a difficulty arise in their 
application in the case of any particular national school. 

We are also directed to forward to you a copy of the rules and regulations of 
the National Board, and to call attention to the 4th section of Part the 1st, 
containing the regulations respecting religious instruction. We are further to 
observe, that there are various national schools in Dublin and its vicinity open 
to you as a visitor, in which the Commissioners’ rules will be found practically 
exemplified. 

Should you, on consideration, resolve to place the school to which you allude 
in your letter in connexion with the National Board, we shall be happy to send 
you the “ Forms of Application,” with the necessary instructions for filling them 
up, &c. &c. 

We have, &c. 

Rev. Geo. Wm. Dalton, (signed) Maurice Cross, 

66, Upper Leeson-street. James Kelly , /Secretaries. 



(1046-60.) 

The Rev. Geo. Wm. Dalton to the Secretaries to the Commissioners of National 
Education in Ireland. 

Sb, 66, Upper Leeson-street, 3 February I860. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 1st instant, in reply 
to mine of the 11th ultimo, enclosing a copy of the rules, &c., and calling my 
“attention to the 4th section of Part 1st, containing the regulations respecting 
religious instruction.” ° 

I have carefully read the same, and my interpretation of them is, that if I 
subscribe to these rules, I conceive that I could not honestly make any use of 
the Holy Scriptures under any circumstances while all the‘ school is in attend- 
ance, during school hours. 

Indeed, I am informed upon excellent authority that this is the interpretation 
put upon these rules by the Commissioners of National Education in Ireland 
themselves. 

If I am correct in this my interpretation,. I cannot place the. school referred 
to in connexion with the Board. 

Should I not be correct in this interpretation, I shall thank you to forward 
to me the “ Forms of Application,” to fill up. 

In case I do not hear from you, I shall take it that this interpretation of those 
rules is the correct one. 

Yours, &c. 

The Secretaries, (signed) Geo. Wm. Dalton , Clk 

Education Office, Dublin. 
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■ (1 046-60. B.O. 10/2/60.) 

The Secretaries to the Commissioners of National Education to the 
Rev. Geo. Win. Dalton. 



, Office of National Education, 

Sir, 20 February 1860. 

Having laid before the Commissioners of National Education your letter of 
the. 3d instant, we are directed to inform you, in reply, that the use of the Holy 
Scriptures during the hours of secular instruction, when children of the different 
denominations attending the school are required to be present, is incompatible 
with the rules of the Board of National Education ; and that religious instruc- 
tion can take place only at the times and under the conditions laid down in 
those rules. 



We have, &c. 

(signed) Maurice Cross, \ 
Rev. Geo. Win. Dalton, James Kelly, j 

00, Upper Lceson-street. 



Secretaries. 
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